
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Preparation of a new renewable 
energy directive for the period  
after 2020 
Public Consultation of the European 
Commission, 10.02.2016 

Berlin, 10. February 2016. We greatly appreciate the European Commission’s ini-
tiative to consult on the preparation of a new renewable energy directive for the 
period after 2020. bne members are committed to a modern and flexible elec-
tricity market design allowing for truly competitive solutions.  
 
 
Part I – General Approach 
 

(1) To what extent has the RED been successful in helping to achieve the EU en-
ergy and climate change objectives? 

 

Very successful Successful Not very  

successful 

Not successful No opinion 

  X   

 

In Germany, the RED has merely a symbolic character and plays a more political role in 

promoting RES. As a matter of fact, no RED provision has led to any change in the German 

legal system. On the contrary, it is rather the other way around: national targets, ambitions 

and policies have driven the German agenda towards the so-called “energy transition”. By 

2015, Germany had already achieved a share of 30% renewables in the electricity generation 

mix and a share of 12.6% renewables in primary energy consumption – all based on national 

policies.   

 

Highly problematic within the RED framework is that there are no real consequences for EU 

Member States that for whatever reason fail to achieve the RED targets or foil its implemen-

tation by reverse national policy measures (as witnessed for example in Poland or Spain).  

In Germany, the RED more or less had no impact on achieving the country’s climate change 

objectives. This is mostly due to the increased use of lignite as an energy source since (based 

on today’s price signals which do not include appropriate price reflections of carbon emis-

sions) it is currently following renewables in the merit order curve. In fact, the conceptual 

problem of using rigid and detached goals (with respect to achieving high shares of RES and 
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high energy efficiency while cutting CO2 emissions) that neglect to take technological devel-

opments, structural transformations and interdependencies between sectors and each other 

into account, are a key challenge that the Energy Union Framework Strategy needs to ad-

dress and overcome. This holds true for Germany, but certainly also for all other EU Member 

States.   

 

(2) How should stability, transparency and predictability for investors be en-
sured with a view to achieving the at least 27% renewable energy target at 
EU level? Please indicate the importance of the following elements:  

 
 Very important Important Not very  

important 

Not important No opinion 

Forward looking strategic planning 

of RES development is required by 

EU legislation 

    X 

Best practice is derived from the 

implementation of the existing 

Renewable Energy Directive 

    X 

Regional consultations on renewa-

ble energy policy and measures are 

required 

    X 

Member States consult on and 

adopt renewable energy strategies 

that serve as the agreed reference 

for national renewable energy 

policies and projects 

    X 

The Commission provides guidance 

on national renewable energy strat-

egies 

    X 

 

Generally speaking, a stable, transparent, coherent and predictable framework is important 

to mitigate risks and ensure low-cost financing for investment in RES-based generation. This 

is best ensured by a well-designed national support scheme, embedded in an overall na-

tional energy concept in line with the overall European Energy objectives and the IEM. 

In addition, the effectiveness of the carbon price mechanism is crucial to provide visibility to 

investors. In the medium/longer-term, an improved EU Emission Trading System (ETS) 

should contribute substantially to investment in RES-based generation.   

 

At least for Germany, the current EU framework consisting of the RED in combination with 

the guidelines on state aid for environmental protection and energy is a critical stumbling 

block when thinking about alternative finance models for RES that go beyond a feed-in tariff 

system and instead for example look into tax-based options. National support schemes and 

state aid guidelines cannot be separated in the assessment of future options. 
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(3) Please rate the importance of the following elements being included in 
Member States' national energy and climate plans with respect to renewable 
energy in ensuring that the plans contribute to reaching the objectives of at 
least 27% in 2030. 
 

 Very important Important Not very  

important 

Not important No opinion 

Long term priorities and visions 

for decarbonisation and renewa-

ble energy up to 2050 

X     

In relation to national/regional 

natural resources, specific tech-

nology relevant trajectories for 

renewable energy up to 2030 

X     

Overview of policies and 

measures in place and planned 

new ones 

 X    

Overview of renewable energy 

trajectories and policies to 2050 

to ensure that 2030 policies lie on 

the path to 2050 objectives 

 X    

Qualitative analysis  X    
Trajectories for electricity de-

mand including both installed 

capacity (GW) and produced 

energy (TWh) 

 X    

Measures to be taken for increas-

ing the flexibility of the energy 

system with regard to renewable 

energy production 

 X    

Plans for achieving electricity 

market coupling and integration, 

regional measures for balancing 

and reserves and how system 

adequacy is calculated in the 

context of renewable energy 

 X    

 

Furthermore, it would be beneficial for the EU to develop a mechanism on how to treat de-

viations from targets and plans by Member States in a more effective and efficient way than 

using infringement procedures, which are on the one hand rarely used and on the other 

hand take an unreasonably amount of time. 
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(4) What should be the geographical scope of support schemes, if and when 
needed, in order to drive the achievement of the 2030 target in a cost-
effective way? 
 
 Harmonised EU-wide level support schemes   

 Regional level support schemes (group of Member States with joint support 

scheme) 

 National support schemes fully or partially open to renewable energy producers in 

other Member States  

 Gradual alignment of national support schemes through common EU rules 

 National level support schemes that are only open to national renewable energy 

producers 

 

For implementing harmonised EU-wide level support schemes (group of Member States 

with joint support scheme) a truly resilient and common EU energy policy would be re-

quired. However, since such a vision is still far from being realized and taking political reali-

ties in each Member State and other framework conditions such as the restricted physical 

infrastructure of transmission lines into account, national level support schemes are cur-

rently the only option providing for efficient achievement of RES targets. 

 
(5) If EU-level harmonised /regional support schemes or other types of financial 

support to renewable energy projects would be introduced:  
a. What hinders the introduction at the EU wide and/or regional scale? 
b. How could such mechanism be activated and implemented?  
c. What would be their scope (what type of pro-

jects/technologies/support mechanisms could be covered? 
d. Who would finance them? 
e. How could the costs of such measures be shared in a fair and equita-

ble way?  
 
As mentioned above, any type of EU-level harmonized or regional support schemes are to 

date politically not enforceable in Member States. This probably also holds true for the near 

and distant future. In addition, setting up such schemes would become far too complicated 

to be handled and administered in a practical and efficient way. 

 

(6) The current Renewable Energy Directive gives Member States the possibility 
to enter into various cooperation mechanisms (statistical transfers, joint 
projects and/or joint support schemes). Please expand on the possible new 
legislative and non-legislative measures that could be introduced to foster 
the development of cooperation mechanisms in the period beyond 2020.  

 

In bne’s opinion, such measures are not communicable – neither to politicians nor to con-

sumers and thus, might be counterproductive. Ambitious targets will most likely be blocked 

by certain Member States and a common EU-wide binding quota obligation will fail taking 

today’s political realities into account. On the other hand, Member States that have their 
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own ambitious targets need more flexibility and room to follow through in order to shape 

national policy measures allowing for appropriate target achievement.   

 
(7) The use of cooperation mechanisms has been limited to date. Which of the 

below factors do you consider important in explaining the limited recourse 
by Member States to cooperation mechanisms so far?  

 

 Very important Important Not very  

important 

Not important No opinion 

Unclear legal provisions X     

Administrative complexities  X    

Lack of cost-effectiveness / uncer-

tain benefit for individual Mem-

ber States 

 X    

Government driven process, not 

market driven 

 X    

Member States reluctant to see 

their taxpayers/ consumers' mon-

ey used for investments outside 

their country 

X     

 

 
(8) How could renewable electricity producers be fully or partially eligible for 

support in another Member State? Which elements would you include in a 
possible concrete framework for cross-border participation in support 
schemes? Any other consideration? Please explain. 

 

bne has no position on this topic. 
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(9) Please assess what kind of complementary EU measures  would be most im-
portant to ensure that the EU and its Member States collectively achieve the 
binding at least 27% EU renewable energy target by 2030:  
 

 Very important Important Not very  

important 

Not important No opinion 

EU-level incentives such as EU-

level or regional auctioning of 

renewable energy capacities 

    X 

EU-level requirements on market 

players to include a certain share 

of renewables in production, 

supply or consumption 

    X 

EU-level financial support (e.g. a 

guarantee fund in support of 

renewable projects) 

    X 

EU-level support to research, 

innovation and industrialisation 

of novel renewable energy tech-

nologies 

  X   

Enhanced EU level regulatory 

measures 

   X  

 
 

(10) The Energy Union Framework Strategy sets the ambition of making the Euro-
pean Union the global "number one in renewables". What legislative and 
non-legislative measures could be introduced to make/strengthen the EU as 
the number one in renewables? Has the RED been effective and efficient in 
improving renewable energy industrial development and EU competitiveness 
in this sector? 

 
bne has no position on this topic. 
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Part II – Empowering consumers 
 

(11) How would you rate the importance of the following barriers for consumers 
to produce and self-consume their own renewable energy? 
 

 Very important 

barrier 

Important 

barrier 

Not very  

Important 

barrier 

Not important 

barrier 

No opinion 

Self-consumption or storage of 

renewable electricity produced 

onsite is forbidden 

   X  

Surplus electricity that is not 

self-consumed onsite cannot be 

sold to the grid 

   X  

Surplus electricity that is not 

self-consumed onsite is not 

valued fairly 

   X  

Appliances or enabler for ther-

mal and electrical storage on-

site are too expensive 

 X    

Complex and/or lengthy admin-

istrative procedures, particular-

ly penalising small self-

consumption systems 

   X  

Lack of smart grids and smart 

metering systems at the con-

sumer's premises 

   X  

The design of local network 

tariffs 
   X  

The design of electricity tariffs    X  
 
Please note, as a national German association, bne is responding to the questions posed 

above with a German perspective. In Germany, the current design of local network tariffs 

and electricity tariffs is rather stimulating RES self-consumption than blocking it. Generally 

speaking, the current system set-up in Germany is encouraging self-consumption in many 

ways and does not pose any major restraints or barriers on consumers. Now, there is a de-

bate about the EEG surcharge that has been placed on self-consumed electricity by RES 

producers. However, in bne’s view the overall system with high taxes and surcharges is in 

severe need of substantial reforms. Furthermore and especially with respect to network tar-

iffs, part of the benefits of self-consumption are based on the premises that it is fully or par-

tially exempted from at least certain system costs while the remaining consumers have to 

bear the full system costs. This leads to the so-called “death spiral” as increasing self-

consumption leads to higher costs for the non-prosumers and higher costs for energy sup-

plied through the network in turn offers even greater incentives for self-consumption. 
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Hence, bne strongly advocates for network tariffs adequately reflecting the impact (i.e., the 

incurred costs) of each consumer on the electricity grid. 

 
(12) In general, do you think that renewable energy potential at local level is: 

 
  Highly under-exploited 

  Under-exploited 

  Efficiently / fully exploited 

  Over-exploited (i.e. beyond cost-effectiveness) 

  No opinion 

 

Please note, as a national German association, bne is responding to the question posed 

above with a German perspective. 

 
(13) How would you rate the importance of the following barriers that may be 

specifically hampering the further deployment of renewable energy projects 
at the local level (municipalities and energy cooperatives): 
 

 Very important 

barrier 

Important 

barrier 

Not very  

Important 

barrier 

Not important 

barrier 

No opinion 

Lack of support from Member 

State authorities 

    X 

Lack of administrative capacity 

and/or expertise/ 

knowledge/information at the 

local level 

    X 

Lack of energy strategy and 

planning at local level 

    X 

Lack of eligible land for pro-

jects and private property con-

flicts 

    X 

Difficulties in clustering pro-

jects to reach a critical mass at 

local level 

    X 

Lack of targeted financial re-

sources (including support 

schemes) 

    X 

Negative public perception     X 

 

The question is misleading and besides looking at the wrong addressees/target audience. In 

a liberalized energy market, any special rights and favourable treatment for municipalities 

and energy cooperatives are highly counter-productive and lead to market distortions. Thus, 

there shouldn’t be any special rights or favourable treatment at all times. Creating a level-
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playing field for all market participants is a basic principle for the market economy (as op-

posed to a state-directed economy). 

 
(14) Please rate the appropriateness of stronger EU rules in the following areas 

to remove barriers that may be specifically hampering the further deploy-
ment of renewable energy projects at the local level : 

 
 Very appropriate Appropriate Not very appro-

priate 

Not appropriate No opinion 

Promoting the integration of 

renewable energy in local 

infrastructure and public 

services 

   X  

Supporting local authorities 

in preparing strategies and 

plans for the promotion of 

renewable energy 

   X  

Facilitating cooperation 

between relevant actors at 

the local or municipal level 

   X  

Facilitating access to target-

ed financing 

   X  

EU-wide right to  generate, 

self-consume and store re-

newable electricity 

   X  

Measures to ensure that 

surplus self-generated elec-

tricity is fairly valued 

   X  This 

should be 

determined 

at national 

level. 

 

Harmonized principles for 

network tariffs that promote 

consumers' flexibility and 

minimise system costs 

   X  Princi-

ples should 

be deter-

mined at 

national lev-

el, EU could 

provide 

guidelines. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



bne | Statement | Page 10 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

(15) Should the current system for providing consumers with information on the 
sources of electricity that they consume be further developed and improved?  

 

NO.  

 

 If not, why? 

 

bne generally supports the Commission’s goals to establish transparency standards and cre-

ate comparability. However, some existing regulations are already very detailed and exag-

gerated, leading to unnecessary complexity and information overload for the end consumer. 

The current requirements are implemented by German energy suppliers, though there is no 

evidence that those specifications of information lead to any type of action. Thus, bne op-

poses further actions with respect to the provision of additional information on the sources 

of electricity.    

 

The current GO approach is not providing the basis for a consistent system. In bne’s view all 

types of electricity generation (including conventional sources) should be covered by GOs in 

order for the system to operate effectively. 

 
 
Part III – Decarbonising the heating and cooling sector 
 
(16) Please rate the importance of the following barriers in hampering the de-

ployment of renewable heating and cooling in the EU: 
 

 Very important 

barrier 

Important 

barrier 

Not very  

Important 

barrier 

Not important 

barrier 

No opinion 

Real or perceived incoherence in 

existing EU policies (such as 

RED, EED and EPBD) 

    X 

Lack of administrative capacity 

and/or expertise/ 

knowledge/information at the 

national and local level 

   X  

Lack of energy strategy and 

planning at the national and local 

level 

   X  

Lack of physical space to develop 

renewable heating and cooling 

solutions 

   X  

Lack of requirements in building 

codes and other national or local 

legislation and regulation to 

   X  
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increase the share of energy from 

renewable sources in the building 

sector 

Heating and cooling equipment 

installers lack sufficient 

knowledge or information to offer 

renewable energy alternatives 

when asked to replace fossil fuel 

heating and cooling equipment 

 X    

Lack of targeted financial re-

sources and financing instru-

ments 

   X  

Lack of definition and recogni-

tion of renewable cooling 

   X  

Lack of electricity market design 

supporting demand response, 

decentralised energy and self-

consumption and thermal storage 

in buildings and district systems 

   X  

Lack of mapping tools to identify 

the resources potential at region-

al scale with local renewable 

energy 

   X  

Lack of tools and information to 

compare the lifecycle costs of the 

various alternative heating and 

cooling alternatives 

   X  

Negative public perception    X  

 

First observation: The EU and its Member States do need an overall concept with respect to 

decarbonizing the heating and cooling sector. Without an overarching strategy, it is close to 

impossible to define appropriate measures. Developing such a master plan is much more 

complicated than the questions posed in this survey. Furthermore, a broad assessment and 

analysis of the heating and cooling sector as the basis for defining such a concept is missing.  

 

Such an analysis should include evaluations of the following elements: 

 possible developments of different heating and cooling technologies and systems 

and their potential to meet the 2050 EU-roadmap criteria, 

 technology potential and cross sectoral effects (e.g. electricity for heating, power-to-

gas or hydrogen, hybrid systems or technologies), 

 technologies and their systemic restrictions (e.g. availability), side-effects (e.g. con-

currence), environmental effects (e.g. air pollution) and other qualities relevant for 

the energy system (e.g. long-term storage), 
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 transition requirements for sector elements like district heating regarding 2050 en-

ergy efficiency aims, 

 all end customer groups, their requirements, interests and potentials to use renew-

able energies for heating and cooling, 

 all market players, their interests and interdependencies between actors and system 

components (including electricity and transport) and 

 show-stoppers and distortions in the market and between the sectors. 

 

The legal and regulatory framework has to provide a level playing field for all technologies, 

especially for those technologies applied in different sectors such as power-to-gas for exam-

ple. Structural discrimination should be removed and a consistent cross-sectoral framework 

should be established. 

  

Basically, to use the great potentials of cross sectoral heating and cooling applications we 

have to rethink the definition of renewable energy use for heating and cooling. Today, the 

definition is limited to heating and cooling directly gained by renewable energy sources, but 

ignores the heating and cooling based on renewable energy electricity. 

 

Based on these observations, we feel that the questions posed above are put the wrong way. 

 
(17) Please rate the most effective means of addressing these barriers and ad-

vancing the decarbonisation of EU heating and cooling supply: 
 

 Very effective Effective Not very effec-

tive 

Not effective No opinion 

Renewable heating and cooling 

obligation
1
 

    X 

Requirement for energy suppli-

ers and/or distributors to in-

form consumers of the costs of 

heating and cooling and to offer 

renewable heating and cooling 

solutions 

   X  

Requirement that all urban and 

municipal infrastructure up-

grades (energy infrastructures,  

and other relevant infrastruc-

ture, such as sewage water, 

water and waste chains) make it 

possible and promote the dis-

tribution and use of renewable 

   X  

                                                                    
1 ‘Renewable energy obligation’ means a national support scheme requiring energy producers to include a given proportion of energy from renewable 

sources in their production, requiring energy suppliers to include a given proportion of energy from renewable sources in their supply, or requiring 

energy consumers to include a given proportion of energy from renewable sources in their consumption.  
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energy for heating and cooling 

and hot water generation 

Measures supporting best prac-

tices in urban planning, heat 

planning, energy master plan-

ning, and project development 

 X    

Criteria and benchmarks for 

promoting district heating and 

cooling taking into considera-

tion the local and regional 

conditions 

   X  

Nearly zero-energy building 

(NZEB) standards to include a 

mandatory minimum use of 

renewable energy 

   X  

Including systematically re-

newable energy production in 

buildings' energy performance 

certificates 

X     

The promotion of green public 

procurement requirements for 

renewable heating & cooling in 

public buildings 

X     

Heating and cooling equipment 

installers should present re-

newable energy alternatives 

when asked to replace fossil 

fuel heating and cooling 

equipment 

  X   

Develop best practices for 

enterprises, including SMEs, to 

integrate renewable heating 

and cooling into their supply 

chains and operations 

   X  

Requirement to consider re-

newable energy alternatives in 

subnational, national, regional 

or EU security of supply risk 

preparedness plans and emer-

gency procedures 

   X  

Targeted financial measures  X    
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As mentioned above: First of all, we need a concept or idea for the heating and cooling mar-

ket in 2050 relating to the overall energy and climate targets. This concept would be the ba-

sis for developing appropriate, effective and efficient policy instruments and measures to 

find the path to achieve the 2050 targets. For example, it doesn’t have any effect on the RES-

target to make a minimum use of renewable energy mandatory for nearly zero-energy build-

ing standards (NZEB). It would be counterproductive to promote district heating and cool-

ing because the very fact of the efficiency requirements will reduce the heating and cooling 

consumption of the connected buildings dramatically. Depending on other elements, in 

some cases it might be more efficient to quit the connection to the district heating system 

and install a local heating or cooling system for a building and its neighbourhood.  

 

Installers should provide more information about alternatives for heating and cooling. This 

statement is correct. However, its implementation is not as simple and easy. We are greatly 

concerned about the fact that (at least in Germany) most installers are unable to provide 

well-grounded information about alternative technologies or systems. For example, install-

ers are specialists; meaning that an installer for gas or oil fired heating systems has no train-

ing and no permission to install for example an electric heat pump. This installation has to 

be carried out by an electrician. That’s why the implementation of an obligation for install-

ers to provide customers with more information would not solve the problem alone. 

 

 

Part IV – Adapting the market design and removing barriers 
 

(18) In your view, which specific evolutions of the market rules would facilitate 
the integration of renewables into the market and allow for the creation of a 
level playing field across generation technologies? Please indicate the im-
portance of the following elements to facilitate renewable integration:   
 

 Very im-

portant 

Important Not very  

important 

Not important No opinion 

A fully harmonised gate clo-

sure time for intraday  

throughout the EU 

 X    

Shorter trading intervals (e.g. 

15 min) 

X     

Lower thresholds for bid sizes  X    

Risk hedging products to 

hedge renewable energy 

volatility 

 X  While 

important, 

we do not 

see any role 

for EC, MS 

or regula-

tors to inter-

fere in the 
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market for 

hedging 

products. 

Cross border capacity alloca-

tion for short-term markets 

(i.e., some capacity being 

reserved for intraday and 

balancing) 

   X  This is the 

wrong approach! 

As market coupling 

is triggered 

through the elec-

tricity exchange, 

such a capacity 

allocation would 

limit day-ahead 

trading, thereby 

increasing price 

levels in disadvan-

taged market areas 

and thus, leading 

to lower efficiency 

of the overall sys-

tem. 

 

Introduction of longer-term 

transmission rights ( > 3 

years) 

   X  This would 

even be counter-

productive! 

 

Regulatory measures to ena-

ble thermal, electrical and 

chemical storage 

   X  Who or what 

would be regulat-

ed?! 

 

Introduction of time-of-use 

retail prices 

   X  This is the 

wrong approach! 

Price spreads re-

sulting from the 

market situation 

are needed for 

time-of-use retail 

prices to become 

reality. They will 

be offered by sup-

pliers once the 

market situation is 

providing enough 

appeal. Regulatory 

obligations are 

counterproductive. 

 

Enshrine the right of consum-

ers to participate in the mar-

   X  A basic right 

would be the 
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ket through demand response wrong approach! It 

very much de-

pends on the ar-

rangement of the 

details. The con-

sumer needs to 

comply with nec-

essary precondi-

tions (e.g., the 

required metering 

and controlling 

equipment needs 

to be installed) for 

being able to par-

ticipate in DR 

schemes.    

 

With respect to market design, bne wishes to provide some general remarks to the EU 

Commission: To date, EU electricity markets have been coupled wholesale markets and due 

to the limited cross-border transmission capacity available, they will continue to do so. 

Thus, there is no integrated single European internal energy market. This fact needs to be 

taken into account in any political consideration. National energy policy measures imple-

mented in the past still define today’s structure of the energy markets in Member States. 

Hence, one-size-fits-all energy policy standards defined by the EU would not suit all Mem-

ber States. Also, they would not accomplish a truly integrated internal energy market. De-

veloping a common vision, overarching targets and guiding principles would be the most ef-

fective contribution of the EU to achieving a truly decarbonized future. With a common vi-

sion in mind and working towards achieving those overarching targets, gradual alignment 

and convergence of national energy markets can then be advanced over time. This observa-

tion applies even more so to the heating and cooling sector, where we encounter rather local 

than national markets.      

 

(19) Currently, some exceptions from the standard balancing responsibilities of 
generators exist for energy from renewable sources. In view of increasingly 
mature renewable generation technologies and a growing role of short-term 
markets, is time ready to in principle make all generation technologies sub-
ject to full balancing responsibilities?  
 
 Yes, in principle everyone should have full balancing responsibilities 

 No, we still need exemptions 

 

There are many lessons that can be drawn from the developments of the German system. In 

general, no generation technology should be exempt from balancing responsibility. Howev-

er, unreasonably high metering and transaction costs related to balancing responsibility 

may allow for exemptions of small-scale generators. At the same time, exemption thresholds 
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constantly need to be reviewed in light of the advancing digitalization of energy and meter-

ing infrastructure. 

 

(20) Please assess the importance of stronger EU rules in the following areas to 
remove grid regulation and infrastructure barriers for renewable electricity 
deployment: 
 

 Very important Important Not very  

important 

Not important No opinion 

Treatment of curtailment, includ-

ing compensation for curtailment 

   X  Ade-

quately ad-

dressed on 

national 

level (in 

Germany) 

 

Transparent and foreseeable grid 

development, taking into account 

renewable development and 

integrating both TSO and DSO 

level and smart technologies 

   X  The 

current sys-

tem in Ger-

many is 

rather con-

sistent and 

there is no 

need for 

stronger EU 

rules. How-

ever, guiding 

principles 

with respect 

to the future 

TSO and 

DSO rela-

tionship as 

well as a 

guiding 

framework 

for DSOs to 

use flexibil-

ity on the 

local level 

might be 

useful. 

 

Predictable transparent and non-

discriminatory connection proce-

dure 

    X 
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Obligation/priority of connection 

for renewables 

    X 

Cost of grid access, including 

cost structure 

    X 

Legal position of renewable 

energy developers to challenge 

grid access decisions by TSOs 

    Unclear 

what is 

meant here. 

Transparency on local grid con-

gestion and/or market-based 

incentives to invest in uncongest-

ed areas 

 X  First 

part is cor-

rect, second 

part of the 

question is 

much more 

complicated 

and cannot 

be solved via 

simple box 

ticking! 

   

 

Infrastructure investments are planned to be used and financed for an economic lifetime of 

40, 50 or more years. The regulatory framework for gas networks pretends an amortisation 

period of 25 years for compressor stations and 45-55 years for pipelines. The recent Ten Year 

Network Development Plan of ENTSOG contained scenarios for the period 2015-2035; na-

tional network development plans typically encompass the next ten years. Sometimes the 

effects of new technologies such as power-to-gas have been discussed in those plans or the 

gas demand outlook includes a scenario which covers climate and energy targets of the 2050 

EU roadmap.  

 

However, against the background of long-term investment periods for network infrastruc-

ture and targets set by energy and environmental policies, more research on the utilisation 

of gas network infrastructure in 2050 and beyond needs to be carried out now.  

 

Starting point for developing this outlook could be based for example on already existing 

scenarios such as  “DG ENER Energy trends to 2050” and “IEA 450scenario” (which covers 

the two degree climate target) as well as for a gas infrastructure to transport mainly renewa-

ble gas (e.g. hydrogen, biogas and synthetic methane).  

 

Finally, we also have a remark with regard to transparency of technical rules: In Germany, 

some technical rules such as technical connection conditions are set up by network opera-

tors. As part of network operator’s individual rules, these technical connection conditions 

often times refer to technical guidelines which have been standardized by organizations 

such as DVGW (German Technical and Scientific Association for Gas and Water). Though, 

these technical guidelines are not publicly available. Today, if someone wants to have a look 

at the details of those technical guidelines he has to buy a copy of each guideline from 
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DVGW. In our opinion this practice is incompatible with transparency requirements for 

network operators. Intransparent and/or incomplete conditions for network access and 

network connection could be an entry barrier for new market entrants and non-integrated 

energy companies.  

 
(21) Which obstacles, if any, would you see for the dispatching of energy from 

all generation sources including renewables on the basis of merit order prin-
ciples? Should there be any exemptions in some specific cases?  

 
 Yes, exemptions are necessary 

 No, merit order is sufficient 

 
(22) Please assess the importance of stronger EU rules in the following areas to 

remove administrative barriers to renewable energy deployment: 
 

 Very important Important Not very  

important 

Not important No opinion 

Creation of a one stop shop at 

national level to allow for more 

streamlined permitting proce-

dures 

    X 

Online application for permits     X 
A defined maximum time-limit for 

permitting procedures, and effec-

tive consequences if deadline is 

missed 

    X 

Harmonisation of national per-

mitting procedures 
    X 

Special rules for facilitating 

small-scale project permitting, 

including simple notification 

    X 

Pre-identified geographical areas 

for renewable energy projects or 

other measures to integrate re-

newable energy in spatial and 

environmental planning 

    X 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



bne | Statement | Page 20 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

(23) Please identify precise challenges with regard to grid regulation and infra-
structure barriers in EU Member States that you are aware of.   

 
Question is neither precise nor purposeful.  

 

Some general remarks: 

 In the German case, one of the biggest obstacles is the delayed transmission grid expan-

sion. 

 To date, RES producers in Germany have been fully indemnified from any grid-related 

risks. The challenges had to be addressed by others. 

 
(24) How would you rate the administrative burden and cost of compliance with 

the RED for national, regional and local authorities? 
 

 Very important Important Not very  

important 

Not important No opinion 

Administrative burden     X 
Cost of compliance     X 

 
bne has no position on this topic. 

 
(25) Please rate the importance of stronger EU rules in the following areas to 

remove barriers relating to renewable energy training and certification: 
 

 Very important Important Not very  

important 

Not important No opinion 

Incentives for installers to partic-

ipate in certification/qualification 

schemes 

   X  

Increased control and quality 

assurance from public authorities 
   X  

Understanding of the benefits and 

potential of renewable technolo-

gies by installers 

   X  

Mutual recognition of certificates 

between different Member States 

   X  

 

bne has no position on this topic. 
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(26) How can public acceptance towards renewable energy projects and related 
grid development be improved? 
 

This question is targeting the so –called “NIMBY” (Not In My Backyard) part of the popula-

tion and unfortunately, there are no simple, easy answers and strategies that help to over-

come the NIMBY problem. 
 
 

Part IV – Increase the renewable energy use in the transport sector 
 

(27) To what extent has the RED been successful in addressing the following EU 
transport policy objectives? 
 

 Very successful Successful Not very  

successful 

Not successful No opinion 

Contribute towards the EU's 

decarbonisation objectives 
  X   

Reduce dependency on oil im-

ports 
  X   

Increase diversification of 

transport fuels 
  X   

Increase energy recovery from 

wastes 
  X   

Reduce air pollution, particularly 

in urban areas 
  X   

Strengthen the EU industry and 

economy competitiveness 
  X   

Stimulate development  and 

growth of innovative technologies 
  X   

Reduce production costs of re-

newable fuels by lowering the 

level of investment risk 

  X   

Facilitate fuel cost reduction by 

integration of the EU market for 

renewable fuels 

  X   

 
 
(28) Please name the most important barriers hampering the development of 

sustainable renewable fuels and renewable electricity use in transport?  
 

 Existing exemptions for the transport sector (not included in ETS and EED)  

 Missing overall concept addressing transport and related infrastructure challenges  

 High technology costs 
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(29) Please rate the most effective means of promoting the consumption of sus-
tainable renewable fuels in the EU transport sector and increasing the up-
take of electric vehicles: 

 

 Very effective Effective Not very effec-

tive 

Not effective No opinion 

Increased use of certain market 

players' obligations  at Member 

State level 

     

More harmonised promotion 

measures at Member States level 

     

The introduction of certain mar-

ket players' obligations  at the 

EU level 

     

Targeted financial support for 

deployment of innovative low-

carbon technologies  (in particu-

lar to the heavy duty transport 

and aviation industry) 

     

Increased access to energy sys-

tem services (such as balancing 

and voltage and frequency sup-

port when using electric vehicles) 

     

Increased access to alternative 

fuel infrastructure (such as elec-

tric vehicle charging points) 

     

 

Question is posed wrongly, answers not possible. Effective, but expensive measures and ob-

ligations will politically not be feasible. Instead, efficient measures need to be assessed in 

the transport sector. 

 

 

 
Who we are: Bundesverband Neue Energiewirtschaft e.V. (bne) / Association of 
Energy Market Innovators – a strong voice for independent energy companies 
bne represents the interests of grid-independent energy suppliers and energy service com-

panies in Germany. Unlike suppliers with a connected grid, bne-members are free of mo-

nopoly interests: They are committed to fair competition and a diverse energy market. 

 

Interest Representative Register ID: 3394645201-03 

 


